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The Association of Catholic Universities of the Philippines is divided into four clusters:
CLUSTER A (Northern and Central Luzon)
1. St. Louis University, Baguio City
2. St. Mary’s University, Bayombong, N.V.
3. St. Paul University Philippines, Tuguegarao
4. University of La Salette, Cagayan
5. University of St. Louis, Tuguegarao
6. Angeles University Foundation
7. Holy Angels University
8. La Consolacion University, Malolos, Bulacan
9. University of the Assumption, San Fernando, Pampanga
CLUSTER B (NCR and Southern Luzon)
1. Adamson University, Manila
2. Ateneo de Manila University
3. De La Salle University
4. St. Paul University Manila
5. St. Paul University Quezon City
6. University of Santo Tomas
7. Ateneo de Naga University, Naga
8. Aquinas University, Legaspi City
9. Universidad de Sta. Isabel, Naga City
CLUSTER C (Visayas)
1. De La Salle University, Ozamis
2. Holy Name University
3. Holy Trinity University
4. St. Paul University, Dumaguete
5. University of Negros Occidental – Recoletos
6. University of San Agustin
7. University of San Carlos
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8. University of San Jose Recoletos
9. University of St. La Salle, Bacolod
CLUSTER D (Mindanao)
1. Ateneo de Davao University
2. Ateneo de Zamboanga University
3. Father Saturnino Urios University
4. Notre Dame of Dadiangas University
5. Notre Dame of Marbel University, Koronadal South Cotabato
6. Notre Dame University, Cotabato City
7. University of the Immaculate Conception, Davao City
8. Xavier University, Cagayan de Oro
Each of these member-universities has its Liaison Officer, who attends ACUP meetings on behalf
of the University President. On 22 July 2016, the Liaison Officers met in the Rector’s Hall of the
University of Santo Tomas for the annual gathering, deepening of reflections on the previous
conferences, and initial planning of the 2017 National Conference.
The Liaison Officers of Cluster B, to which St. Paul University Manila belongs, met again on 5
October 2016 in the Board Room of Adamson University in preparation for the final gathering in
Davao. On 11-12 November 2016, the Liaison Officers of all the clusters gathered in the
University of the Immaculate Conception, Fr. Selga St., Davao City. The objective of this
gathering was to finalize the 2017 ACUP National Conference. In order to have more enlightened
activities, Rev. Fr. Roy M. Bellen, General Manager, TV Maria and Radio Veritas, gave a talk on
“The Catholic Identity and the New Evangelization” as inspired by Inter Mirifica (on the Means of
Social Communication, a decree made by the Council at Vatican II and promulgated on 4
December 1963 by Pope Paul VI).

Some highlights on Fr. Roy’s talk: Identity, Catholic, and New Evangelization
1. Identity:
From the early Christians to the present, the Church’s identity has been
“evangelization” through writing (Bible), use of icons, stained glass renditions, and
paintings; in the present Church, the “evangelization” is done through modern
technology. But modern technology can either be a blessing or a curse. So, we need
to teach especially the young how to use technology for evangelization.
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2. Catholic:
As Church, we are so organized. This is a kind of power. But how do we use this
“power”? Look at what we post on social media. We can post anything. It is a power.
But, remember “whatever we post reflects the reputation of our institution, our
family, ourselves.” So, if we happen to be Catholics, our posts reflect the entire
Church. This is what we ought to realize and what we ought to teach our young
people. Hence, the youths, our students, need moderation, formation, and training.
3. New Evangelization:
New evangelization means to put in a “package” the message that we want to preach.
We must be like Jesus. He used parables for instance, images to explain faith and
love for God. We must follow in the same manner. We do not change the message
but re-package it in a way that we can capture our audience and teach them what is
good.
In his concluding message, Fr. Roy urged the participants to share good stories. He
said that we do not just remain quiet for the good works we and others do for as long
as it is not ourselves we glorify but God. For example, if we have good stories of our
school we can send it to TV Maria or Radio Veritas.

(ACUP National Conference 2017, 19-21 January 2017, Daragang Mayon Hall, Aquinas
University, Legazpi City. Theme, “Catholic Universities and the Government: Toward
Mutual Collaboration for Social Transformation.”
In the letter of Fr. Marcelo V. Manimtim, C.M. addressed to all University Presidents, he stated,
“The theme is framed in the context of the recent developments in our country. The government
under President Rodrigo Duterte has promised programs that would give better life to our
people. The Catholic universities as an institutional presence of the Church consider as one of
their goals, the betterment of the life of our people. One of the goals of ACUP seeks ‘to
contribute to social transformation by helping to seek and discover the root cause of
contemporary problems having to do with the dignity of human life, the promotion of justice for
all and a more just sharing of world resources…’.” ACUP however, wishes to follow a path of
conversation and cooperation. Hence, some of the VIP Guest Speakers were Hon. Leoncio
Evasco, Cabinet Secretary, who spoke on “Catholic Universities and the Government: Partners in
National Development,” and Hon. Vice President Leni Robredo.
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Participants to the Conference were Presidents of Catholic universities, top administrative and
academic officials, professors of Education, Theology/Religious Education, Social Sciences,
directors of Campus Ministry, Office for Student Affairs, and Office for Community Development
of various Catholic universities all over the country. Student leaders were also invited to attend.
For St. Paul University Manila, the delegates were the ACUP liaison officer, Judith V. Alderete
and an alumna, Anna Cosio. Here’s what Anna Cosio has to say about the Conference:
“I think the theme was very timely po, very relevant to the
current situation of our country. Many of us want to do
something about all the injustices—specifically human rights
violations—that have been happening around, but we want to
do something concrete, and hopefully something that would
really make an impact. And I agree with what's stated in the
theme that there should be a mutual collaboration between
Catholic Universities and the Government for social
transformation to happen. It was good to hear from some of
our country's leaders, to know where they were coming from
and their perspective. I think we all learned there the kind of
approach that would work in order to get our message across to the President or his
administration. So apparently, he really tends to think that any form of disagreement or
criticism is an attempt to destabilize the Government. So, it seems a dialogue with him is
really the way to go. I can only hope, though, that he would also change the way he sees
disagreement and constructive criticism. I also liked the outcome of our discussions in
our small groups. I think most—if not all—groups agreed that all our social problems right
now, as well as the kind of leadership or the kind of principles our leaders have, all have
something to do with the level of morality our country has. And of course these moral
values are learned primarily at home and then in school. I think we all saw the need to
rekindle these moral values and Catholic Christian principles in the students, because
they will be the future leaders of our country. A lot of our leaders right now are products
of Catholic schools, so it was really nice to reflect on what we could have done better in
the past/what we could do better in the future. And there were concrete plans of action,
too. So, all in all, I think it had been a truly meaningful, productive, and fun event.” 🙂
A General Assembly took place where the ACUP Board members elected a new set of officers for
the next two years. Congratulations and thanks to the co-hosts of the 2017 Conference: Aquinas
University, Ateneo de Naga University, and Universidad de Sta. Isabel.
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ST. PAUL UNIVERSITY MANILA CAREER FAIR 2017
The Guidance and Career and Placement Services, in coordination with Jobs180, conducted a
Career Fair on 2 May 2017, from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. in the Conference Halls. The fair aimed
to assist senior and junior students in selecting jobs suited to their qualifications and provide
them with prospective job opportunities and practicum sites. Specifically, it hoped to help
graduating students acquire skills necessary in investigating the world of work in relation to their
knowledge of self and make informed career decisions through a thorough and effective job
search.

A total of 276 students participated
in the Career Fair.

Students were given activity sheets
to monitor their participation
during the fair.

Twenty-five companies joined the Career Fair this year.

Representatives from government agencies, such as the NBI and Philhealth,
were present to provide their services to our students.
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LOOKING BACK…
Paulinians receive the Sacraments of Initiation
Contributed by Miguel Luis Nera

Every academic year, the Christian Formation Office prepares Paulinians for the reception of the
Sacraments. On 15 March 2017, Missy Benito received the Sacrament of Initiation (Baptism with
Confirmation and Holy Eucharist) through the ministerial service of Fr. Leonito Distor during the
Holy Mass in the Chapel of the Crucified Christ.
“Now that I finally have the chance to be baptized and officially be a member of the kingdom of
God, I would truly grasp this opportunity for me to grow and develop my spiritual life as a
person. People always said how sad it was that I was not baptized in an early age but that did
not discourage me to make it happen. I am very happy and grateful for the support of my mom
for always being there for me. She has been with me through thick and thin. Although she isn’t
the stereotypical ‘perfect’ mother, I still love her very much because she has sacrificed so much
for me and for the betterment of our family. I am also eternally grateful for the people such as
Miss Judith and the people in the Christian Formation Office for making this life event possible. I
can say that these people serve as vessels of God opening new doors for my life and bringing
what I did not have growing up. I am glad to have held on to the saying that God is good and
God will always make a way.”

Forty-six confirmands from the Senior High School
and College Departments, and some relatives of
Paulinians and alumni, received the Sacrament of
Confirmation during the Holy Mass at 12:00 noon, on
25 March 2017, in the Chapel of the Crucified Christ,
from the Most Rev. Teodoro Bacani, DD. This
reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation was
made possible through the Christian Formation
Office, headed by Sr. Jesusa Taccad, SPC. In order to
prepare for the reception of the sacrament, the confirmands underwent a three-day formation
program on 8-10 March and received the Sacrament of Reconciliation during their recollection on
18 March 2017.
It was indeed a holy opportunity for the Paulinians. Kennie Ann Valdez, a graduating
Communication Arts student, testified, “Through the Sacrament of Confirmation, I became a fullfledged Catholic who has an initiative to set a good example in the Church. This way, I am able
to grow into a mature individual who stands for her faith in God.” Andrew Landingin, a senior

6

high school student, believes that the Sacrament of Confirmation has helped him as a Catholic.
The whole community was blessed to have witnessed all these solemn activities because they
are faith strengthening, inspiring, and renewing.

INTER-OFFICE BULLETIN HIATUS ENDS, NEW VOLUME BEGINS
The observant reader will note that the Inter-Office Bulletin went into hiatus for a month, for a
number of reasons, including some health issues of the editor.
During the rest period, the sequencing of the bulletins, as well as its goals, was reviewed. It was
recalled that the idea of having a bulletin came up in the planning seminar held in Bangkok,
Thailand during the semestral break in 2007, as one of the proposals to improve public
presence. The IOB has been intended to let the school community know what the different
offices have done or plan to do.
For a time, it was put on hold as the university website was being set up. When the website was
in place, the IOB was resumed. The numbering, however, became muddled. Normally, a
volume will have 42-45 issues. Volume VIII went as far as 107.
So we start anew with Volume XI No. 1.
At this time, the editor of the bulletin wishes to thank the colleges, units, and offices that have
been consistently sending their contributions and invites the others to do the same. Ideally,
contributions should be sent on or before Thursday for inclusion in the Monday bulletin.

CONDOLENCES
The Paulinian Family condoles with:
The family of Rojie Suva (BS Tourism 2011), who died
in the Resorts World attack, a victim of man’s inhumanity to man
Nikki Hofilena (Education grad) on the death of her mother
and Manolita Galvez-Custodio (HS 65) on the passing
of her husband, Danny.
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