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A WORLD IN CRISIS: COVID-19: PART FOUR
And so the pandemic goes on. And so the enhanced community quarantine is extended.
And so the numbers keep increasing:
COVID-19 CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
Last updated: April 08, 2020, 03:15 GMT
Coronavirus Cases:
1,431,706
Deaths:
82,080
Recovered:
302,150

And
so,
in
the
Philippines
and
all
over the world, the
good in people has
come to the fore, to
help the sick and the
suffering, the poor
and the displaced and
to cheer and hail the
front-liners who put
their lives at risk
every day to save
others.
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Thank God for these good news!
COVID-19 is bringing out the
BEST in people. There is much
HOPE!
“...with him (Jesus) on board
there will be no shipwreck.
Because this is God’s strength:
turning to the good everything
that happens to us, even the bad
things. He brings serenity into
our storms, because with God,
life never dies.”
“The Lord asks us and, in the
midst of our tempest, invites us
to reawaken and put into practice
that solidarity and hope capable
of giving strength, support, and
meaning to these hours when
everything
seems
to
be
floundering. “ - Pope Francis

Closer to home, the St. Paul Sisters, in Our
Lady of Chartres Convent, have been busy
making masks for front-liners.
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St. Paul University Manila answered the call for housing of the front-liners in nearby
Philippine General Hospital (PGH).
Sr. Evangeline Anastacio, SPC, recounts having received this appeal from PGH:
“Good morning po. I am from the Philippine General Hospital...I am knocking on your
humble office to please provide us shelter on April _____. We are working on skeletal force;
meaning we have one week straight duty and two weeks off... We don't have available
lodging anymore. Considering the enhanced community quarantine, it would be difficult for
me to report on duty because I don't have any means of transportation. Please consider my
situation. Thank you so much! May God bless you.”

And her reaction:
IS THERE ROOM IN THE INN?
Reading this message reminds me of the night when Mary and Joseph were looking for a
place to stay... and they were turned away... except in the stable.
The rooms that we have originally provided for frontliners are all taken. All rooms are full!
But do we have the heart to turn Jesus away? For those who love, there is always enough
room in our hearts. We can accommodate 12 more staff who are NOT in the front-line but
who have difficulties with transportation to and from work.
Caritas Christi Urget Nos!!!
Welcome PGH staff!
For reservations, please contact Ms. Rowena Ponon of the PGH through her email:
rowena_sotoponon@yahoo.co.uk
We welcome the front-liners who are risking their health and well-being to save lives.
“It is a time to get our lives back on track with regard to you, Lord, and to others. We can
look to so many exemplary companions for the journey, who, even though fearful, have
reacted by giving their lives. This is the force of the Spirit poured out and fashioned in
courageous and generous self-denial. It is the life in the Spirit that can redeem, value and
demonstrate how our lives are woven together and sustained by ordinary people—often
forgotten people—who do not appear in newspaper and magazine headlines nor on the
grand catwalks of the latest show, but who without any doubt are in these very days writing
the decisive events of our time: doctors, nurses, supermarket employees, cleaners,
caregivers, providers of transport, law and order forces, volunteers, priests, religious men
and women and so very many others who have understood that no one reaches salvation by
themselves. In the face of so much suffering, where the authentic development of our
peoples is assessed, we experience the priestly prayer of Jesus: ‘That they may all be one’
(Jn 17:21).”-Pope Francis

3

And so the university opened up its dormitory to the PGH personnel needing lodging:
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The alumni have also stepped up to the plate.
Marilyn Abalos, Chair of St. Paul Alumnae USA, has launched a fundraising campaign for the Phlippines:

SUPPORT THE PHILIPPINES
ST. PAUL HOSPITALS AND LA SALLE HOSPITAL
PPE - Personal Protection Equipment for SPC Hospitals
St. Paul University Manila has launched a nationwide campaign to provide
PPEs for the front-liners in the SPC-run hospitals which have no access to Philippine
government support. As of April 7, 2020, the Philippines’ total number of cases is 3,764,
177 deaths, and 84 recoveries. According to SPU Manila President, Sister Evangeline
Anastacio, SPC, “21 Filipino doctors have already died due to lack of protection. We are
centralizing donations via SPU Manila...ordering the PPE and sending them to the hospitals.”
PPE stands for personal protective equipment. PPE means any device or appliance designed
to be worn or held by an individual for protection against one or more health and safety
hazards.
St. Paul Sisters have provided PPE, such as suits, masks, gloves, eye protection, disinfecting
wipes, booties, etc. to St. Paul Hospitals in Baguio, Tuguegarao, Nueva Vizcaya, Cebu,
Iloilo, Surigao, Cagayan de Oro, Antique, Bukidnon, and Cavite. De La Salle Medical Center
in Cebu is also administered by Sisters of St. Paul of Chartres (SPC).
From the US, to donate to SPC-Run Hospitals
Account Name: St. Paul University Manila
Bank Name: Bank of the Philippine Islands
Bank Address: Mabini, Manila
Account Number: 3694-0001-09
Swift Code: BOPIPHMM
Send your validated deposit slip to: http://spumanila.edu.ph/contact/#email
For more info, visit https://www.spchcm.com/spc-hospitals
“In silence, we work together to support our front-liners, whose bravery in facing the
invisible enemy is beyond words. In prayer, we unite with the whole world in storming
heaven to stop the spread of COVID-19. In sharing our time, talent, and treasure, WE HEAL
AS ONE.”-SPC
US ALUMNAE CHAIR PLEDGE: Marilyn Abalos, Chair of the St. Paul Alumnae USA, has
pledged to MATCH dollar for dollar Paulinians’ donations to St. Paul University Manila in
support of SPC-run hospitals up to $1000.
*** Send a copy of the receipt of your donation to SPU Manila to: spmausa@gmail.com.
Double your donations! Give to SPU Manila!
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FRONTLINE FEEDERS PHILIPPINES:
Food for the Philippine Hospital Front-Liners
The Front-line Feeders PH team has organized a group of individuals—doctors, restaurant
owners and NGOs—to mobilize food distribution to different hospitals in the Metro and in
neighboring cities. As of March 31, 2020, over the course of three weeks, FFP has served
51, 392 meals to 41 hospitals covering 17 cities in the Philippines. Karla Reyes, daughter of
Millie Reyes (St. Paul Manila HS 1969) of the Aristocrat Restaurant Family is one of the
Front-line Feeders PH partners.
**From the US: You can donate via PayPay: info@swizzlemobilebar.com***
For more info, visit: https://www.facebook.com/FrontlineFeedersPH/
“In times like this, it brings joy to our hearts to know that there are people who extend their
help to our brothers and sisters.- FFP

METRO PACIFIC HOSPITALS:
16 Private Hospitals Caring for COVID19 Cases
Pilar Almira (St. Paul Manila HS 1970), leads the 16-member
Metro Pacific Hospital Holdings Group in dealing with COVID-19
cases. Lourdes Hospital has been designated the Group’s main
COVI-19 referral facility. The Hospital Group is composed of 16
hospitals all over the Philippines. It covers eight provincial
hospitals in Davao, Bacolod, Tarlac, Zamboanga, Bulacan, General
Santos City, Butuan City, and Los Banos, as well as eight hospitals
in the Metro Manila area.
Donations for medical and hospital supplies, as well as food, to the
Hospital Group can be given directly to Lourdes Hospital in Sta.
Mesa, Manila in the Philippines.
From the US, to donate to Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital for the Hospital Group:
Bank: Union Bank of the Philippines
Account Name: East Manila Hospital Managers Corp.
Account Number: 131660000019
Account Type: Dollar Account
SWIFT Code: UBPHPHMM
For more info, visit https://www.mphhi.com.ph/our-businesses/our-hospitals/
"By designating a hospital within the Group to be the main referral facility for PUM/PUI and
COVID infected cases, we are aligning our efforts with the government to address the
pandemic," Atty. Pilar Nenuca Almira, who currently heads both the Our Lady of Lourdes
and Cardinal Santos Medical Center, said.
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