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A WORLD IN CRISIS: COVID-19: PART SIXTEEN
And so the pandemic goes on and on and on and on and on and on and on and on and on
and on and on and on and on. And so Metro Manila is on General Community Quarantine
extended until 30 June. And the numbers keep increasing and increasing and increasing
and increasing and increasing and increasing and increasing and increasing and increasing
and increasing and increasingand increasing:

COVID-19 CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
Last updated: June 22,2020

Last updated: June 29, 2020

Coronavirus Cases:

Coronavirus Cases:

9,180,011

10,250,322

Deaths:

Deaths:

473,462

504,498

Recovered:

Recovered:

4,916,117

5,558,161

The top five countries most affected by the coronavirus are:
June 22, 2020-June 29, 2020
USA

Confirmed Cases
2,388,142-2,637,077

Deaths
122,610- 128,437

Recovered
1,002,929-1,093,456

Brazil

1,111,348-1,345,254

51,407-57,658

579,226-733,848

Russia

592,280-634,437

8,206-9,073

344,416-399,087

India

440,450-549,197

14,015-16,487

248,137-321,774

UK

305,289-311,151

42,647-43,550

N/A-N/A

It will be noted that Brazil now has the second highest number of COVID cases. Russia has
significantly increased in the number of cases. India is now number four, followed by UK.
In the Philippines, these are the figures:
June 22, 2020-June 29,2020
Confirmed Cases
30,682-35,455

Deaths
1,177-1,244

Recovered
8,143-9,686
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SPU MANILA RESPONSE TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC
Report on PPE Campaign and Housing for PGH Staff
Sr. Ma. Evangeline Anastacio, SPC, SPU Manila President, who spearheaded the drive for
PPEs for St. Paul Hospitals, shares the following report:
Because of your KINDNESS and GENEROSITY,
we received total cash donations amounting
to ₱1,562,128.00, not counting the donations
in kind, which made it possible for us to
provide Personal Protective Equipment to 13
SPC-run hospitals, the East Avenue Medical
Center, Correctional Institute for Women, PNP
in Camp Crame, Our Lady of Chartres
Convent, the SPC Vigil House, and 29 SPC
School Clinics.
With your support, we were able to house 108 Health Care Workers and Professionals from
the Philippine General Hospital in our Guest Rooms and Dormitory from April 2 until May
31, 2020. To all the Paulinian Schools, SPU Manila Alumni, Faculty, Staff, and Students,
SPC Friends of St. Paul, and Benefactors who supported our PPE Campaign Project and
PGH-HCW Housing Project: Thank you very, very much! May God reward you a
hundredfold!
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A HUMAN INTEREST STORY
Critical Care Nurses Become COVID-19 Sisters
June 26, 2020
Nicole Levine

What do you say to someone who is in the intensive care unit with COVID-19, facing the
worst symptoms of an illness that has changed every aspect of life?
If you're critical care nurses Melanie Lim or Joy Gerales, [Editor’s note: Joy is a Paulinian.]
you tell them you've been there. "I went there, and I'm here with you right now, and I
know you can come back from it, too," Melanie says to patients now. "Patients need to hear
that."
The two nurses have been close for many years. Melanie and Joy always eat their lunches
together when they're on the same shift, often bringing enough to feed the other, an
endless potluck they've shared for eight years.
Joy began experiencing symptoms first. She can chronicle each day of her illness in detail
from memory, from the first day of isolating herself in an upstairs bedroom, away from her
husband, David, and their sons Joshua, 16, and Skyler, 4, to the next four days of
uneventful, low fevers. On day six, soreness wracked her body and her temperature spiked
to over 104. Her husband left buckets of ice chips outside her door. She also FaceTimed her
4-year-old, who was playing downstairs and asking when he would be able to see her
again.
"I'd seen young patients in those weeks before I got sick, being intubated and put on the
breathing machine," she says. "I was so scared I couldn't sleep. I was ready to call Melanie
or my sister to ask them if they would help take care of my kids if anything happened to
me. I was just praying that the worst wouldn't happen."
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When the shortness of breath became intense, Joy nursed herself as she would one of her
patients. She put herself on her belly in the prone position to help increase oxygen flow
through her body, used her inhaler and tried to relax. She spoke to an intensivist daily,
texted her nurse friends and kept in close touch with Melanie.
Soon after, Melanie started having symptoms. "I was eating dinner and I told my husband I
couldn't smell my food," Melanie says. "Is it coming now? Am I getting sick now?"
At Melanie's home, she and her husband, Samuel, were both sick, with their 12-year-old
son isolating from them in his room. "My husband got worse and worse, and I had to drive
him to the ER," Melanie says. "That was the scariest part—not knowing if he would be
coming home with me. I made him promise he would come back home and that I would
see him again." Luckily, he was not sick enough to require hospital admission, and they
went home together.
She kept in close contact with Joy, texting and FaceTiming so they could compare notes on
their symptoms and offer each other support. After 22 days isolated in her bedroom, Joy
disinfected every surface, pulled on fresh clothes and went downstairs to see her family.
Her son Skyler was thrilled to see his mother. "He ran to me and he hugged me, and I was
just crying and crying," says Joy.
Her next reunion would be with her colleagues, when she was cleared to return to work. "I
probably didn't have a wink of sleep before my first day back after being sick with COVID19," she says. "My heart raced to the roof when I was walking in the door. I was in so early
and everyone was so happy when they saw me. “I was scared, but I had to face it again
because I really love what I do. This is my profession. I felt responsible to be back with my
team."
Melanie would return to work a week after Joy, who was waiting for Melanie when she
arrived to help her calm her fears. The pair worked together often that first day and shared
their usual lunch together. Melanie says her close friendship and working relationship with
Joy helped her get through that day. "She waited for me and reassured me," says Melanie.
"She's my COVID-19 sister."

CONDOLENCES
The Paulinian Family condoles with
the family of Herminia Marinas-Walsh (AB 1967)
Sr. Marie Antoine Villanueva, SPC, former Dean of Nursing.
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